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–J. Butler, on the Paris attacks, 2015

“Le Pen is arguing for ‘expulsion’, having only 
recently called new migrants ‘bacteria’. 

That one of the killers of Syrian origin clearly 
entered France through Greece may well become a 
reason for France to consolidate its nationalist war 

against migrants.”



–T.Mitchell, Rule of Experts, 2002

“Capitalism [...] has no singular logic, no essence.
It survives parasitically, like the Plasmodium 

falciparum, 
taking up residence in human bodies and minds, 

or in sugarcane or private property,
drawing its energies from the chemistry of others, 

its force from other fields, its momentum from 
others' desires”.



Context

Malaria returns (?) to 
Greece

❖ Officially eradicated in 1974

❖ 1982 - 2010: total of 1027 
imported cases (ECDC)

❖ 2005 - 2009: average of 34 
imported cases annually 
(HCDC)



Context

Malaria peaks in 
2011

year imported domestic total
2009 44 7 51
2010 40 4 44
2011 54 42 96
2012 73 20 93
2013 22 3 25
2014 38 - 38
2015 54 6 60





Skala: intensive irrigated agriculture 

❖ River Delta with a small 
marshy ecosystem

❖ Irrigated orange plantations

❖ High demand for cheap labor

❖ Migrant land workers

❖ Traditionally right-wing 
voters



Nexus of disease-crisis-racism?

❖ What have been the socio-political drivers of malaria in 
Greece and how do they relate to the policies and politics 
of crisis? 

❖ What kind of discourses served to justify or exacerbate 
exclusionary & racist practices from state and civil actors 
during the rise of malaria? 

Questions that arise



Another vector-borne disease!

West Nile Virus



Delineating the social body through “accepted” mobilities

❖ WNV: scientific research on mosquito vectors, performance of 
larvicides, the impact of climate change, the role of migrating 
birds, global trade, advancing entomological surveillance..

❖ Malaria: the migrants are targeted as the risk factor. Specific 
groups become objects of surveillance and control. Private 
companies play the role of “experts” in mosquito management. 







Racism during a “state of emergency” 

❖ Racist commentary & violent attacks

❖ “Neutral” public health authorities provided both 
justification and tools

❖ “Saving the country’s reputation and economy” VS 
medical ethics



from Homo sacer to biopolitical target
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Concluding points

❖ Socio-economic and political realities affect the way disease 
will express and evolve: 

❖ migrant “expulsions” have only exacerbated the spread of 
malaria

❖ Disease mobilised to 

❖ reshuffle power and control in institutions and actors

❖ justify violence, racism and unethical practice 

❖ delineate the “sovereign” in democracy



State as a socio-natural relationship

❖ Disease as a“chaotic” nature mobilised to maintain 
state’s legitimacy and to justify states of exception

❖ Disease as a point of departure for seeing the state as a 
rudiment, a constructive force and a reflection of the 
socio-ecological nexus
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